


Have You Been Here?
 You’re at the practice pen or the jackpot with your new rope, and it feels great after a few steers. 

Then, after several more steers, the rope feels a little softer, deader, and a little worn out. We’ve all 

been there.

Here’s What Happened to Your Rope

 We just discussed how weather affects your rope. Because of this, seasonal changes dictate how 

we manufacture ropes in order to achieve the best performance possible. It is important, then, for 

the consumer to understand that the honda, or “eye” of the rope is positioned for the season in 

which it is tied. A rope tied for cold conditions will want to roll to the left when introduced to warmer 

climates.

 Another reason for the movement of the eye is that ropes are constructed from nylon, which has 

memory. Figures 1A and 1B show the results of just roping a dummy. The natural loop can force 

the eye to turn left. If left alone, the eye will remember the incorrect position, and remain there. 

Neglecting to fi x the eye will result in a negative 180 degrees roll, making the rope useless. 

When a rope is fi rst used, the fi bers are stretched and pulled apart so the rope will soften a little 

(See Figure). After roping fi ve to eight steers, the rope should be 

coiled up and left to rest for 24 hours. This time allows the rope’s 

fi bers to return to position and set the molecules within the fi bers 

giving the rope strength. Roping too many steers with a new rope 

over-stresses the fi bers, prohibiting them to take a set. This breaking 

down of fi bers is what causes the rope to lose its body and feel.
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Your Rope Has Memory. Just Like You
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And Breaking Them In
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There is an easy remedy to this problem. Simply remember to take the eye and roll it back past 

your preferred position (Figure 1C), hold it there for about ten seconds, then position the eye 

where it best suits you. Performing this simple procedure will give you longer and better

 performance from your ropes.


